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Light Valley
Solar

Welcome
We are consulting on our updated proposals for 
Light Valley Solar – a solar and energy storage 
project on land near Selby in North Yorkshire.

Thank you for attending today’s event and engaging 
with our second phase of consultation on our 
updated proposals for Light Valley Solar.

You can scan the QR code  
below to visit our website

Here you can access information on our 
proposals and provide your comments 
through an online feedback form.



Why do we need  
Light Valley Solar?

Light Valley
Solar

There is a growing body of UK energy and climate change commitments, 
law, policy and guidance which highlights the urgent need for new energy 
generation infrastructure, particularly from renewable sources such as solar.

Decarbonisation is a UK legal requirement and is of global significance. 
In June 2019, the Government passed a law to end the UK’s contribution 
to global warming by 2050: net zero. In December 2024, the Government 
published the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan1 which reinforces the urgent 
need for low carbon generation schemes to come forwards to pave the  
way to decarbonising the wider economy by 2050.

The National Policy Statement (NPS) for Energy establish that there is a 
critical national priority for the provision of nationally significant low carbon 
infrastructure, which includes large-scale solar projects. NPS EN-32 states 
that Government has ‘committed to sustained growth in solar capacity to 
ensure that we are on a pathway that allows us to meet net zero emissions. 
As such solar is a key part of the government’s strategy for low-cost 
decarbonisation of the energy sector’ (paragraph 2.10.9). 

Light Valley Solar would make a significant contribution towards achieving 
net zero by helping provide clean, renewable electricity, whilst supporting 
national targets to decarbonise our electricity systems and bolster our 
energy security.

This Consultation

We are carrying out Phase Two ‘statutory’ consultation, which runs from 
26th June to 7th August 2025. During this time, we’d like to know what 
you think about our updated proposals for the project and how they have 
evolved since our earlier consultation in Winter 2024.

We welcome your feedback and suggestions on local projects we could 
support to benefit communities close to the project.

Your feedback is important to us. We will use feedback you submit to this 
consultation to help us identify impacts and refine the proposals further, 
before our DCO application is submitted, anticipated for Q1 2026. 



ISLAND GREEN POWER 
WHO WE ARE 
The proposals for Light Valley Solar 
have been put forward by Light 
Valley Solar Limited, a subsidiary 
of Island Green Power (IGP). IGP is 
a leading developer of renewable 
energy projects and battery  
storage systems. 

We deliver renewable energy 
solutions that create lasting value 
for the communities we serve, 
protecting the environment while 
fostering economic growth and 
energy independence. 

Since launch, we have successfully 
delivered more than 34 solar 
projects worldwide that have 
generated more than 3 GW of 
energy capacity. This includes 20 
solar projects in the UK. These range 
in size from below 5 MW to Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure projects 
such as Cottam Solar project, 
currently the UK’s largest consented 
solar project. Cottam will generate 
600 MW of clean, renewable and 
secure electricity and includes 600 
MW of battery storage that will store 
then release energy as needed. 

We are committed to help the UK 
decarbonise and meet net zero 
goals. Our mission is to help the UK 
increase its solar energy generation, 
making more renewable energy 
possible while drastically reducing 
carbon emissions.  

We are equally committed to 
responsible land use, developing 
projects that work in harmony 
with local communities 
and the environment, while 
delivering bespoke benefits and 
enhancements best suited to the 
surroundings. 

With a core team based in London 
and Norwich, we are also supported 
by an established network of 
professional advisors and local 
partners in the various markets in 
which we operate. 

Macquarie Asset Management, 
a leading global asset manager, 
acquired 50% of IGP in 2022, 
increasing its stake to 100% in 2025. 

As a developer, IGP oversees the 
entire development process from 
start to finish, including sourcing 
land, securing grid connections and 
obtaining planning consents. When 
a project receives consent, it will 
either be constructed by IGP or sold 
to a specialist firm who will build the 
solar project to be operated and 
managed by a long-term owner 
through its lifecycle. 

You can find out more about us via 
the Island Green Power website: 
www.islandgp.com 



The Opportunity  
for Light Valley Solar

Light Valley
Solar

If built, Light Valley Solar has the potential to: 

Utilising existing connections and infrastructure in the  
local area and build on North Yorkshire’s energy legacy.

Provide up to 500 MW AC of clean, affordable energy into the 
National Grid. 

Store up to 500 MWh (megawatt-hours) of energy in the BESS.

Generate enough renewable electricity capacity to power the 
equivalent of 115,000 homes annually.

Contribute to climate targets and the decarbonisation of our 
electricity supply. 

Co-exist with and enhance the natural environment by delivering 
a net gain in biodiversity. 

Provide community and local benefits for the surrounding area, 
with a commitment to work with the local community to identify 
and define community benefits. 

We are committed to ensuring that Light Valley Solar supports local 
energy goals by working closely with the community it serves. This Phase 
Two consultation as an opportunity for you to have your say and help 
shape how the Project is developed in the future.

More broadly, the Project will play an active role in supporting the North 
East & Yorkshire Net Zero Hub1, which drives the region’s transition 
toward a low-carbon economy. In particular, the York and North Yorkshire 
Routemap to Carbon Negative2 outlines an ambitious path to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2034 and become carbon negative by 2040. Light 
Valley Solar will contribute directly to reaching these vital milestones.

The York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority is focused on 
positioning the region as a leader in net-zero ambitions, maximising 
biodiversity improvements and driving growth and innovation in the 
renewable energy sector.

Light Valley Solar specifically aligns with North Yorkshire Council’s Climate 
Change Strategy3, which aims to install an additional 2,500 MW of solar, 
onshore wind, and hydropower capacity by 2038. The Project would 
provide approximately 500 MW of this capacity, expecting to connect to 
the grid by 2029.

1https://www.neynetzerohub.com/ 

2https://yorknorthyorks-ca.gov.uk/project/routemap-to-carbon-negative/ 

3https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/environment-and-neighbourhoods/climate-change/climate-change-
strategy-2023-2030



The Solar development

The Project is located on land between Escrick, Monk Fryston, 
Hambleton, Chapel Haddlesey and South Milford. The project 
consists of seven solar development sites totalling approximately 
1,020 hectares (2,500 acres) of land, as well as additional land 
being used for underground cabling to connect the sites to the 
National Grid Monk Fryston substation.

•	 Solar Development Areas for the solar photovoltaic 
(PV) modules. 

•	 The battery energy storage system (BESS), proposed 
to be located on Solar Development Site 2, and 
associated infrastructure. 

•	 Substations, including the main Project substation 
located on Site 4, as well as secondary substations  
on other sites.

•	 Fencing comprising wire mesh and wooden posts 
to enclose operational areas of the Site with pole 
mounted internal facing CCTV systems around the 
perimeter. Higher palisade fencing would enclose the 
substation and BESS. • Other supporting infrastructure. 

•	 Retained and/or proposed Environmental Mitigation/
Enhancement Areas.

•	 A Cable Corridor to connect to the existing Monk 
Fryston Substation where the Project will connect to 
the National Grid. The Cable Corridor has been refined 
since Phase One consultation, following ongoing 
environmental assessments and will continue to be 
refined further following this consultation.

The main elements of the Proposed Development would include the solar PV arrays, the BESS, electrical infrastructure, 
underground cables and National Grid’s existing Monk Fryston substation. Light Valley Solar will comprise of the 
following main components: 

Project boundary update

Since the first phase of consultation, some areas 
have been removed from the Project, and new land 
has been added into the Project. Light Valley Solar is 
committed to environmentally led design and as a 
result of our initial environmental assessments, Site 5 
has been removed from the project. This was the area 
near Temple Hirst.

The decision to remove Site 5 from the Project 
was reached following ongoing design work, and 
assessments indicating a high level of flood risk, 
making this area unsuitable for the installation of solar 
panels. New land has now been added to the scheme, 
north of the existing Site 2 area, near to the village of 
South Milford. These areas are labelled as Sites 6, 7 and 
8 on the map.
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A Legacy of  
generating power

Light Valley
Solar

1920

2000

1920s 
The first station, Ferrybridge A, was 

constructed in the mid-1920s

1950s 
Ferrybridge B Power Station was 
constructed and opened

1960s 
Ferrybridge C and Eggborough 

power stations were opened 1970s 
Drax power station was opened, 
and Ferrybridge A power station 
closed down

1992 
The Ferrybridge B power 
station closed and has since 
been demolished

2016 
Ferrybridge C power 

station closed in March

2018 
Eggborough Power Station closed in March

2019 
Drax Power Station’s pilot 

project with C-Capture 
technology captured its 

first carbon in early 2019
2023 
Drax Power Station ends coal power 
generation after 50 years 

1986 
Drax becomes the largest power 

station in the UK. By the 1990s, the Aire 
Valley power stations (Ferrybridge C, 

Eggborough and Drax) generated 20% 
of Britain’s electricity, making use of 

coal from nearby mines such as Wistow, 
Gascoigne Wood and Riccall

Light Valley Solar is proposed in an area with a significant history of 
power generation. Existing infrastructure and capacity in the grid makes 
the Project well placed to continue this legacy.

The History

The Now

Alongside projects like Light Valley Solar, there are a number of projects 
that are being proposed nearby that show how the area is becoming a 
hub for modern, sustainable and diverse power generation technologies 
are being put forward, renewing the generating legacy of the area. A few 
examples are provided below, with more projects emerging in the local 
area and wider region.

2023
Ferrybridge Battery Storage project 

started construction. The site is located 
on the grounds of the former SSE-
owned Ferrybridge power station, 

which was decommissioned in 2016. 
Construction is scheduled to be 

completed by the first half of 2025.

2024
Monk Fryston Battery Storage project 
started construction. Monk Fryston is a 320 
MW capacity battery energy storage system 
(BESS) based in the Selby district of North 
Yorkshire. SSE Renewables will partner with 
Morrison Energy Services and Sungrow 
to deliver the Monk Fryston BESS project. 
Once complete, the site will be one of the 
largest battery energy storage systems in 
the United Kingdom, capable of powering 
approximately 533,000 homes for up to two 
hours at a time. 

2025
Ferrybridge Next Generation 

Power Station has been proposed. 
The power station will be designed 
to run on 100% hydrogen fuel from 

the outset of operations, further 
adding to the energy mix locally. 



Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)

The Scheme is classified as an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
development, which means we are required to assess the potential 
significant environmental impacts of the Project.

EIA is an iterative process in which the assessment of environmental impacts 
is carried out in parallel with the development design process. We will use 
EIA as a tool to identify the potential effects the Project might have on the 
environment – benefits as well as negative impacts. 

The purpose of the EIA process is to make sure where we identify any 
significant effects, we put in place measures to reduce any negative impact, 
while also seeking to enhance positive effects. The results of the EIA will be 
set out in the Environmental Statement (EA) which will be included in our 
final DCO application to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS).

EIA Scoping 

On 8 November 2024, we submitted an EIA Scoping Report to PINS. We set out the proposed 
scope of the EIA process for the Project, which is how we proposed to identify and evaluate 
the likely significant effects of our Proposed Development in order to then determine measures 
to reduce or manage those effects. PINS then produced a Scoping Opinion on 19 December 
2024, which has been considered when producing the PEIR. 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)

The PEIR presents the findings of the preliminary surveys and assessments undertaken to date, 
together with the measures we are proposing to avoid, reduce or, enhance the effects the 
Proposed Development may have on the environment. The purpose of the PEIR is to provide 
sufficient information for the consultation bodies to develop an informed view of the likely 
significant environmental effects. 

The PEIR forms part of the consultation materials for this consultation so technical 
stakeholders, local communities, individuals and interested parties can develop an informed 
view of these potential impacts and provide us with their feedback.

2

Environmental Statement (ES)

The ES presents our full assessments of the likely effects of Light Valley Solar.

After this phase of consultation, we will continue to develop the project’s design, undertaking 
further surveys and assessments. The findings of the EIA will be presented in the ES. This will 
build on the PEIR and incorporate feedback received during Phase Two consultation and the 
outcomes of our assessments.

3

Light Valley
Solar
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Our design considerations

As well as our design commitments, and further to the on-going EIA assessment 
work, the Project team has also created project-specific design considerations 
that have been and will continue to be applied in the design process.

  Environmentally-Led  
  Design:

•	Follow a joined up and 
collaborative design approach.

•	Retain and protect existing 
habitats and replace those 
removed to facilitate construction 
as far as practicable.

•	Provide appropriate buffers 
between proposed infrastructure 
and sensitive habitats and 
features.

•	Locate development to reduce 
potential flood risk, where 
possible. 

•	Maintain water sustainably.
•	Minimise landscape and visual 

impact to residents.
•	Minimise adverse impact of 

construction works.
•	Protect and celebrate heritage 

assets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Biodiversity net gain  
  and Nature Recovery

•	Locate development away from 
areas for nature conservation, 
where possible.

•	Improve the connectivity of 
existing habitats by strengthening 
with new planting.

•	Provide appropriate buffers 
between proposed infrastructure 
and protected species.

•	Minimise disturbance to mammal 
transit through the Proposed 
Development.

•	Create new habitats and 
managed the land in ways that 
support local bird and mammal 
populations. 

•	Safeguard spaces for nature with 
a balance between public access 
and nature conservation. 

•	Manage land through grazing 
and/or suitable cutting, in suitable 
locations to enhance biodiversity.

  Social value  
  and community 

•	Provide buffers between 
proposed development and 
footpaths. 

•	Improve the local pathway 
network to enhance use and 
enjoyment for local communities. 

•	Encourage responsible enjoyment 
of nature. 

•	Incorporate interpretation and 
wayfinding. 

•	Understand and collaborate with 
our neighbours. 

•	Enhance placemaking.

Light Valley
Solar
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0 0.25 0.5 1km

Conservation Area 

Private residential 
properties (excluded from 
the Order Limits) 

Existing roads 

Existing watercourses

Existing woodland and tree 
belts within and adjacent 
to the Order Limits 

Existing hedgerows with 
potential for enhancement

Existing public right 
of way

Existing features Proposed features

Potential new hedgerow 

Proposed redirected 
public right of way

Potential agricultural use 
or ecological mitigation 

Potential grassland

Potential visual 
screen planting

Potential habitat creation 

Proposed solar 
panel areas

Area under consideration 
for substation

Indicative access point 

Scale 1 : 7,500 @ A1

LIGHT VALLEY SOLAR

Outline Environmental Masterplan - Site 1
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Existing woodland will serve 
as stepping-stone habitats, 
contributing to a more 
connected and enhanced green 
infrastructure network.  Trees and 
woodland will have a minimum 
buffer of 10 metres, while veteran 
trees and ancient woodland will 
have a buffer of 15 metres. 

 

Existing waterways and 
woodland on the eastern side  
of the site will be enhanced to 
both protect and preserve  
these features.

The design could incorporate 
areas to support migratory bird 
species, including the creation 
and enhancement of wet 
grassland habitats.

Light Valley Solar will avoid the 
habitats of protected species, such 
as badger setts found across the 
site, ensuring their conservation.Existing hedgerows will be reinforced 

with new planting where feasible to 
strengthen the landscape pattern and 
historic landscape character. There 
will be a buffer of 8 metres from all 
hedgerow and the project. 

 

Light Valley Solar will avoid direct 
physical impacts and minimise 
impacts on setting, including to 
Escrick, which lies adjacent to the 
site and is a conservation area.
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Permeable surfacing for 
internal access tracks will be 
used within all site boundaries.

Areas of hedgerows and 
woodland will be both extended 
and connected, including a 
connection to Bishop Wood. 

 

To manage water sustainably, 
Site 2 will include sustainable 
urban drainage systems (SuDS), 
such as bioswales and retention 
ponds.

 

Battery energy storage systems (BESS) are critical 
but safe pieces of on-site infrastructure. However, 
in the unlikely event of an accident, measures 
including fire-water containment facilities will be 
incorporated into the BESS development area.

Sites 2, 6, 7 and 8 will include areas to 
support woodland species through 
the creation and enhancement of 
woodland habitats.

Species-rich grassland to be 
planted beneath solar panel 
arrays and in buffer strips, 
further contributing to habitat 
connectivity. 
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Proposed landscaping planting is likely to mature 
over the lifetime of the Proposed Development, which 
will enhance the enjoyment of the surrounding 
landscape for residents and tourists visiting the area. 

Opportunities will be explored 
to provide a circular footpath to 
enhance recreational access and 
connectivity. Opportunities will 
also be explored to improve access 
to and within Gateforth Wood. 

The design will incorporate areas to 
support migratory bird species, including 
the creation and enhancement of wet 
grassland habitats. 

In order to strike the right 
balance between nature 
conservation and continued 
public access, we will include 
defensible planting alongside 
new permissive paths and the 
existing footpath network.

Dedicated and protected areas 
for otters will be incorporated 
into Sites 3 and 4, ensuring their 
conservation. 

We intend to sustainably and effectively 
manage the land through conservation 
grazing or appropriate cutting regimes, 
enhancing biodiversity through establishing 
a mosaic of vegetation and habitats. To 
do this, use of native livestock breeds will 
be explored, with the goal of establishing 
a mosaic of vegetation and habitats. 
Consideration will be given to water drainage 
requirements as part of this. 



A focus on community

We believe the communities closest to the Project should benefit from 
it – with these communities being best place to recommend what 
they believe a “community benefit” should be. We are grateful for the 
many community benefit suggestions that you made at the first phase 
of consultation, which are all now being carefully considered. 

Suggestions included: 

•	 Rooftop solar installations 

•	 Playground and sports facility improvements 

•	 Educational programmes for young people

•	 Improvements to street lighting and existing footpaths We are 
continuing to investigate potential on-site and off-site initiatives 
we could support during the lifespan of the Project. 

On-site initiatives could be mitigation and enhancement measures 
inherent within the design of the Project and could include improving 
access to and within green spaces and areas of interest, exploring 
options to create new permissive paths and other measures, as shown 
in our Outline Environmental Masterplan published as part of this 
Phase Two Consultation. 

Our community benefits package could also support ‘off-site’ 
initiatives, including funding for local groups, infrastructure 
improvements, provision of rooftop/domestic solar, and support for 
community sports clubs and organisations in line with the suggestions 
set out above. We are also considering opportunities for young people 
in both the delivery and operation of the scheme, which, for example, 
could be included in an Outline Employment, Skills and Supply Chain 
Plan submitted as part of our DCO application.

We are also exploring how a community benefit package could be 
managed for the Project. We are in discussions with organisations 
such as Two Ridings Community Foundation to understand how 
best a fund can be managed and implemented. Any fund will be 
managed independently from the Project to ensure that the funds 
work best for local people.

Provide your suggestions

We would value your suggestions on 
any on-site and off-site initiatives we 
could bring forward as part of our 
proposals for Light Valley Solar. You can 
provide your suggestions via questions 
six and seven on our Feedback Form, or 
in writing by email or post.



Indicative Project 
Timeline

Light Valley
Solar

2024

2025

2026

2027

2028

October - December 
Phase One (non-

statutory) Consultation, 
Submission of EIA 

Scoping Report

Spring 
Consultation on Statement 
of Community Consultation 
(SoCC)

Early 2025 
Publication of Phase One 

Consultation Summary 
Report (CSR)

Early Autumn 
Early engagement with 
local authorities 

Winter 
Receipt of EIA Scoping Opinion

Summer  
Publication of Preliminary 

Environmental Information 
Report (PEIR) and SoCC, 

and Phase Two (Statutory) 
Consultation (CSR)

Earliest Development 
Consent Order 
Submission and start of 
DCO Examination 

Earliest Expected 
DCO Decision

Construction commences 
no earlier than 2028

Dates are indicative and could be subject to change. 



Have Your Say

Thank you for taking part in this consultation. Your 
views are important to us, and we will use them to 
refine and finalise our proposals for the project.

Providing your comments 

You can submit feedback to this consultation online 
and in writing by:

What happens next? 

Your feedback, together with the outcomes of ongoing surveys, assessments 
and design work, will help to shape the DCO application, which we expect 
to submit to PINS in Q1 2026. 

After submission of the DCO application, PINS will decide whether the 
application meets the standards required to be accepted for examination. 
 If the application is accepted, you will have the opportunity to participate  
in the examination process by registering as an Interested Party, enabling 
you to submit your views in writing or present them orally at hearings. 

Once the examination has concluded, PINS will make a recommendation to 
the SoS within three months. The SoS for Energy Security and Net Zero will 
then have a further three months to issue a final decision on the application.

Completing the online feedback on our 
website www.Lightvalleysolar.co.uk 

Sending an email to  
info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk 

Posting a feedback form or letter to us at 
FREEPOST Light Valley Solar (no stamp  
or further address details required)

Printed feedback forms available at this event can 
also be completed and handed in to a member of the 
Project team here today.

The deadline for feedback to this consultation is 
Thursday 7th August 2025.

Further opportunities to contribute 

This is likely to be the last time we consult on 
our proposals for the Scheme. If it is accepted for 
Examination, you can register your interest with the 
Planning Inspectorate, who will keep you informed 
and outline further opportunities for you  
to contribute.

Light Valley
Solar



 

Light Valley Solar – Consultation Report 

 

 

On behalf of Island Green Power  
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Figure 2

Illustrative Cross Sections
of Indicative Landscape Mitigation

Scale: 1:250 @A1

Reproduced from Ordnance Survey digital map data © Crown copyright 2025. All rights reserved. License number 100019980

Drawing Note:

These cross sections were produced to illustrate detailed spatial parameters and mitigation
likely to be used for the Proposed Development.

The cross sections are Illustrative only at this stage to help visualize how the effects of the
Proposed Development could be mitigated on site.

PINS Ref: EN0110012

Detailed Figure Reference number: 6045-LAN-XX-XX-DR-L-Figure 2 - Illustrative Cross
Sections of Indicative Landscape Mitigation-P01
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Figure 1

Illustrative Cross Sections

Scale: As Shown @A0

Drawing Note:

These cross sections were produced using topographical survey
data from 2025. The resulting sections illustrate the indicative
spatial parameters defined at this stage of the Preliminary
Environmental Information Report (PEIR).  It provides
illustrative details of the Proposed Development based on initial
spatial parameters embedded into the design at PEIR stage. The
cross sections demonstrate where the development is currently
being considered, its spatial arrangement in the landscape and
information relative to Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) height.

The cross sections are representative of, and should be read in
conjunction with the viewpoints set out in Appendix 10.4 of
chapter 10.0 of the PEIR Report (Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment).

PINS Ref: EN0110012

Detailed Figure Reference number:
6045-LAN-XX-XX-DR-L-Figure 1 - Illustrative Cross Sections-P02

N
Site Location Plan: Site 1 - Section A-AA
Not to Scale (N.T.S.)

Site Location Plan: Sites 2, 3, 4, 6, 7 and 8 - Sections B-G
N.T.S.

AutoCAD SHX Text
Trees

AutoCAD SHX Text
Trees

AutoCAD SHX Text
Panels



EN010120 Drax
Power Carbon

Capture

2021/0633/FULM
BESS

ZG2024/1101/FULM
Agricultural
Facility

ZG2023/1152/OUTM
150 Dwellings

ZG2024/1129/FULM 
Solar

ZG2024/1099/SCN
BESS

ZG2023/1017/OUTM
110 Dwellings

ZG2023/0481/SCN
Solar

2021/0978/FULM
Solar

ZG2024/1323/SCN
Solar

NY/2024/0200/FUL
Anaerobic Digestion

Facility

ZG2025/0492/SCP
Solar

ZG2025/0491/SCP
Solar

2021/1531/EIA
Employment
Development

EN010140 Helios
Renewable
Energy Project

EN010143 East
Yorkshire
Solar Farm

EN0110002
Mylan Leah
Solar Farm

EN0110011 Ferrybridge
Next Generation
Power Station

EN020024
Yorkshire
GREEN

!°

© Arup 2025

A3

Drawing Number

Project Number

1:150,000
Rev

Scale at A3

Drawing Title

Project Name

Client

AuthdAppdChkdByDateRev

P01302939-00

Other Nearby Committed Developments
Relevant to the Proposed Development

Light Valley Solar

Light Valley Solar Limited

KHARASOUACARCMCK03/07/2025P01

Coordinate System: British National Grid
World Topographic Map: Esri UK, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, Foursquare,
GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS.
© Crown copyright and database right 2025

LVS Project Development Boundary

Development Type

Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Project

Planning Application

EN010140 Helios Renewable Energy
Project

EN010143 East Yorkshire Solar Farm

EN0110002 Mylan Leah Solar Farm

EN0110011 Ferrybridge Next
Generation Power Station

EN020024 Yorkshire GREEN

0 5

Kilometres

LVS-302939-696

The information presented by this map is Indicative.



 

Light Valley Solar – Consultation Report 

 

 

On behalf of Island Green Power  
 

11 Phase Two Community Webinar Slides 

  



Light Valley Solar
Phase Two Consultation 

Online Community Webinar

Monday 21st July 2025



Today’s Agenda

PRESENTATION

1. Welcome

2. Introduction to the team and Island Green Power 

3. Our Proposals and the need for Light Valley Solar

4. Design Considerations

5. The DCO Process and Environmental Impact Assessment 

6. Design considerations and our Outline Environmental Masterplans

7. A focus on Community 

8. Project Timeline and Have Your Say

Q&A SESSION



Webinar format

Thank you for joining this evening’s Phase Two consultation community 

webinar for Light Valley Solar. 

The project team will provide a short presentation followed by a Q&A 

session.

Please post your comments either during or after the presentation in the 

Q&A box at the bottom of your screen. We will answer these in the order 

we receive them.

Please note you will not be on camera or be able to use your 

microphone during this session.

A recorded version of the webinar presentation will be made available on 

the website after the session.



Team introductions

Light Valley Solar is supported by an experienced project team:



Island Green Power

Established in 2013, Island Green Power (IGP) is a leading developer of 

renewable energy projects and battery storage systems.

What We Do

We deliver renewable energy solutions that create lasting value for 

the communities we serve, protecting the environment while fostering 

economic growth and energy independence.

Since launch, we have successfully delivered more than 34 solar 

projects worldwide that have generated more than 3 GW of energy 

capacity. This includes 20 solar projects in the UK. 

Net Zero 

We are committed to help the UK decarbonise and meet net zero 

goals. Our mission is to help the UK increase its solar energy 

generation, making more renewable energy possible while 

drastically reducing carbon emissions.

Land Use

We are equally committed to responsible land use, developing 

projects that work in harmony with local communities and the 

environment, while delivering bespoke benefits and enhancements 

best suited to the surroundings.



Ownership

When a project receives consent, it will either be constructed by IGP or sold to a specialist firm who will build the solar project to be operated 

and managed by a long-term owner through its lifecycle. 

Light Valley Solar is an IGP subsidiary company and IGP are a UK based company. Macquarie Asset Management, a leading global asset 

manager, acquired 50% of IGP in 2022, increasing its stake to 100% in 2025.

As a developer, we oversee the entire development process from sourcing land, securing grid connections and obtaining planning consents.

Island Green Power 



There is a growing body of UK energy and climate change commitments, law, policy and guidance which highlights the urgent need for new energy 
generation infrastructure, particularly from renewable sources such as solar.

Decarbonisation is a UK legal requirement and is of global significance. In June 2019, the Government passed a law to end the UK’s contribution to 
global warming by 2050: net zero. In December 2024, the Government published the Clean Power 2030 Action Plan which reinforces the urgent 
need for low carbon generation schemes to come forwards to pave the way to decarbonising the wider economy by 2050.

The National Policy Statement (NPS) for Energy establishes that there is a critical national priority for the provision of nationally significant low 
carbon infrastructure, which includes large-scale solar projects. NPS EN-3 states that Government has ‘committed to sustained growth in solar 
capacity to ensure that we are on a pathway that allows us to meet net zero emissions. As such solar is a key part of the Government’s strategy 
for low-cost decarbonisation of the energy sector’ (paragraph 2.10.9). 

Light Valley Solar would make a significant contribution towards achieving net zero by helping provide clean, renewable electricity, whilst 
supporting national targets to decarbonise our electricity systems and bolster our energy security.

Why do we need Light Valley Solar?



We are committed to ensuring that Light Valley Solar supports local energy goals by working closely with the community it serves. This Phase Two 
consultation is an opportunity for you to have your say and help shape how the Project is developed in the future. 

More broadly, the Project will play an active role in supporting the North East & Yorkshire Net Zero Hub , which drives the region’s transition 
toward a low-carbon economy. In particular, the York and North Yorkshire Routemap to Carbon Negative outlines an ambitious path to achieve 
carbon neutrality by 2034 and become carbon negative by 2040. Light Valley Solar will contribute directly to reaching these vital milestones. 

The York and North Yorkshire Combined Authority is focused on positioning the region as a leader in net-zero ambitions, maximising biodiversity 
improvements and driving growth and innovation in the renewable energy sector. 

Light Valley Solar specifically aligns with North Yorkshire Council’s Climate Change Strategy , which aims to install an additional 2,500 MW of 
solar, onshore wind, and hydropower capacity by 2038. The Project would provide approximately 500 MW of this capacity, expecting to connect to 
the grid by 2030.

Why do we need Light Valley Solar?



Light Valley Solar is proposed in an area with a significant history of power generation. Existing infrastructure and capacity in the grid makes the 
Project well placed to continue this legacy. 

A legacy of generating power

The Now

Alongside projects like Light Valley Solar, there are a number of projects that are being proposed 
nearby that show how the area is becoming a hub for modern, sustainable and diverse power 
generation technologies, renewing the generating legacy of the area. A few examples are provided 
below, with more projects emerging in the local area and wider region:

• Ferrybridge Battery Storage project, due to be completed this year. 

• Monk Fryston Battery Storage project, a 320 MW battery storage project

• Ferrybridge Next Generation Power Station, a power station designed to run on 100% 
hydrogen fuel. 



The Opportunity for Light Valley Solar

If built, Light Valley Solar has the potential to:



The Project is located on land between Escrick, Monk Fryston, Hambleton, Chapel Haddlesey and South Milford. The Project consists of seven 
solar development sites totalling approximately 1,020 hectares (2,500 acres) of land, as well as additional land being used for underground 
cabling to connect the sites to the National Grid Monk Fryston substation.

The Solar development



The main elements of the Project would include the solar PV arrays, the BESS, electrical infrastructure, underground cables and National Grid’s 
existing Monk Fryston substation. Light Valley Solar will comprise of the following main components: 

• Solar Development Areas for the solar photovoltaic (PV) modules. 

• The battery energy storage system (BESS), proposed to be located on Site 2, and associated infrastructure. 

• Substations, including the main Project substation located on Site 4, as well as secondary substations on other sites. 

• Fencing comprising wire mesh and wooden posts to enclose operational areas of the Site with pole mounted internal facing CCTV systems around the 
perimeter. Higher palisade fencing would enclose the substation and BESS. 

• Other supporting infrastructure. 

• Retained and/or proposed Environmental Mitigation/ Enhancement Areas. 

• A Cable Corridor to connect to the existing Monk Fryston Substation where the Project will connect to the National Grid. The Cable Corridor has been refined 
since Phase One consultation, following ongoing environmental assessments and will continue to be refined further following this consultation.

The Solar development



How a solar farm works



Cable Corridor

Since Phase One Consultation  and following ongoing environmental 
assessments, we have refined the underground Cable Corridor, 
removing a number of cable route options throughout the project site 
area. 

The current cable corridor will be further refined to a thin strip of 
land for the final application. 



Summary of DCO process 

• Light Valley Solar capacity: Light Valley Solar is classified as a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) due to its 500 MW capacity, exceeding 

the 50MW threshold to qualify as a NSIP.

• NSIP classification: Governed by the Planning Act 2008, requiring a Development Consent Order (DCO) application rather than local planning permission.

• Application process: DCO submitted to the Planning Inspectorate (PINS), representing the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero.

• Examination: PINS reviews the application and recommends a decision to the Secretary of State, who grants final consent.

• Local involvement: North Yorkshire Council and stakeholder groups will be consulted during the process, although the local authority will not decide on the 

DCO application.



The Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Scoping Report

- Submitted to the Planning Inspectorate on 8th November 2024.

- Scoping Opinion issued by the Planning Inspectorate on 19th December 2024. 

Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR)

- To be published at the start of Phase Two Consultation on 26th June 2025. 

- The full PEIR is available to view on the project website [www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk/peir] 

Environmental Statement (ES)

- The ES will form part of the DCO application for submission, anticipated to be submitted in Q1 2026



Design Considerations 

As well as our design commitments, and further to the on-going EIA assessment work, the Project team has also created project-specific design 

considerations that have been and will continue to be applied in the design process.









A focus on community

We believe the communities closest to the Project should benefit from it – with these communities being best placed to recommend what they 
believe a “community benefit” should be. We are grateful for the many community benefit suggestions that you made at the first phase of 
consultation, which are all now being carefully considered. 

Suggestions included: 

• Rooftop solar installations 

• Playground and sports facility improvements 

• Educational programmes for young people 

• Improvements to street lighting and existing footpaths

We are continuing to investigate potential on-site and off-site initiatives we could support during the lifespan of the Project.



A focus on community

On-site initiatives could be mitigation and enhancement measures inherent within the design of the Project and could include improving access to and within 
green spaces and areas of interest, exploring options to create new permissive paths and other measures, as shown in our Outl ine Environmental Masterplan 
published as part of this Phase Two Consultation. 

Our community benefits package could also support ‘off-site’ initiatives, including funding for local groups, infrastructure improvements, provision of 
rooftop/domestic solar, and support for community sports clubs and organisations in line with the suggestions set out above. We are also considering 
opportunities for young people in both the delivery and operation of the scheme, which, for example, could be included in an Outline Employment, Skills and Supply 
Chain Plan submitted as part of our DCO application. 

We are also exploring how a community benefit package could be managed for the Project. We are in discussions with organisations such as Two Ridings 
Community Foundation to understand how best a fund can be managed and implemented. Any fund will be managed independently from the Project to ensure that 
the funds work best for local people.



Indicative project timeline



Get in touch and have your say

We encourage your written feedback and are keen to hear your thoughts on our second phase of consultation.

The deadline for feedback to this consultation is Thursday 7th August 2025.

To get in touch or have your say:

Call us on: 0808 281 4784

Email us on: info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk

Send a letter to: FREEPOST Light Valley Solar (no stamp or further address details required)

Visit our website: www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk

mailto:info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk
http://www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk/


Thank you for listening

Any questions?
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EMBARGOED UNTIL 26 JUNE 2025 

Consultation launched on updated plans for Light Valley Solar 

Island Green Power has launched a second phase of consultation on its plans for Light Valley 
Solar – a utility-scale solar and battery energy storage system (BESS) project proposed on land 
near Selby, North Yorkshire.  

Starting today, on 26th June 2025, the consultation will run for six weeks before closing on 7th 
August 2025. During this time, the developer is inviting feedback from communities, as well as 
local and technical stakeholders, for their views on the updated proposals.  

This second phase of consultation follows an initial consultation held in October to December 
last year. During the first phase, Island Green Power presented its early-stage proposals, and 
received feedback, which has been considered by the project team.  

Annette Lardeur, Project Development Manager at Island Green Power explained: 

“Our updated proposals include a refined cable corridor, further information on buffers and 
setbacks and plans for new planting and habitat creation. 

“We are grateful for everyone that engaged with our non-statutory consultation and shared their 
views, which has in turn shaped the project so far. Projects like Light Valley are vital as the UK 
transitions away from fossil fuels and towards green renewable energy, aligning with national and 
local clean energy commitment. 

“I would invite anyone who wants to view and comment on our updated proposals to come along 
to a consultation event and speak with the team.”  

The project is holding a series of information events during the consultation period:  

• Friday 4th July (3pm – 7pm) – Eversley Park Centre, LS25 6BA  

• Tuesday 8th July (3pm – 7pm) – Escrick & Deighton Club, YO19 6LQ  

• Wednesday 9th July (3pm – 7pm) – Riccall Village Institute, YO19 6QJ  

• Friday 11th July (1pm – 5pm) – Haddlesey Church Community Hall, YO8 8QF  

• Tuesday 15th July (3pm – 7pm) – Hambleton Village Hall, YO8 9HS 

• Saturday 19th July (11am – 3pm) – Monk Fryston & Hillam Community Centre, LS25 5EA 

• Monday 21st July (6pm – 7.30pm) – Community Webinar via Zoom (register here) 

Full details of the updated proposals being consulted on, including maps, plans, as well as the 
details of the consultation events taking place can be found on the Project’s website at: 
www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk 

 

http://www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk/


 

 

 

Anyone wishing to receive updated about the Project and the consultation is encouraged to 
register their details on the Project website. 

For further information please contact the Community Relations Team on: 

• Freephone: 0808 281 4784 
• Email: info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk 
• Post: FREEPOST Light Valley Solar 

END 

Notes to editors: 

For more information contact the Community Relations Team on: 

• Freephone: 0808 281 4784 (lines open 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday, excluding bank 
holidays. A voicemail service will operate outside these hours) 

• Email: info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk 

About Light Valley Solar 

Light Valley Solar is a proposed solar project located on land between Escrick, Monk Fryston, 
Hambleton, Chapel Haddlesey and South Milford. The project consists of seven solar 
development sites totalling approximately 1,020 hectares (2,500 acres) of land, as well as 
additional land being used for underground cabling to connect the sites to the National Grid Monk 
Fryston substation. 

As part of this consultation, we are hosting a series of in-person and online events. Anyone with 
an interest in the Project is encouraged to attend to learn more about the Project and how they 
can take part. 

The Scheme involves the installation of solar panels and an on-site battery energy storage facility, 
with an underground cable connection into the national grid via Monk Fryston substation. 

 
If consented, Light Valley Solar could deliver up to 500 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy. 
This is equivalent to providing enough clean, affordable electricity to power approximately 
115,000 homes annually.  
 
Because the amount of electricity Light Valley Solar could generate exceeds 50MW, the Scheme 
is classified as a nationally Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP).  
 
The development consenting regime for an NSIP comes under the Planning Act 2008. This means 
that Island Green Power must apply to the Planning Inspectorate for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO) to build, operate and decommission Light Valley Solar. 
 
In the case of energy-related NSIPs, the Planning Inspectorate acts on behalf of the Secretary of 
State for Energy and Net Zero. The Planning Inspectorate will carry out an examination of the 
application and then make a final recommendation to the Secretary of State on whether to grant  

mailto:info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk
mailto:info@lightvalleysolar.co.uk


 

 
 
 
 

consent. The Secretary of State will make the final decision on whether to grant consent for Light 
Valley Solar. 
 
Island Green Power expects the development process, including DCO submission and 
examination, to span two to three years. The aim is to submit the application for development 
consent to the Planning Inspectorate in Q1 2026. Subject to obtaining consent, the earliest that 
construction would start is 2028. 
 
While the DCO application will not be submitted to the local planning authority, North Yorkshire 
Council, City of York Council and stakeholder groups will play a key role in the planning process 
and will be extensively consulted as the Project progresses. 
 
More information about Light Valley Solar is available at: www.lightvalleysolar.co.uk 
For more information about the application process for NSIP Projects on the Planning 
Inspectorate website, please visit the PINS webpage linked here.  
 

About Island Green Power 

Light Valley Solar Limited is a 100 per cent subsidiary of IGP UK Projects Limited, which is in turn 
a 100 per cent subsidiary of Island Green Power’s UK group holding company, Island Green Power 
Group Limited. All the companies are registered in England and Wales 

Over the last decade Island Green Power has successfully delivered nearly 40 projects worldwide 
totalling around three gigawatts of clean, renewable energy assets. This includes 21 projects in 
the UK. 

This includes the West Burton Solar Project, which will generate 480 MW of clean energy, enough 
to power 144,000 homes. 

You can find out more about us at: www.islandgp.com  

Enclosed: Light Valley Solar Site Location Plan. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/application-process/the-process/

	d387d02b108ced7463b97c77c4e6a2743ef3c8e0dba186331cabfe4568f1c406.pdf
	6c74787f5a941facc1f3b80f9b6654a08b4fad3d22ad1567daac3891f22c0811.pdf
	138715bdbbe536561a26a4126272ec506aadb6fe55af9224256f625168478186.pdf
	616cb32937975f5fdcb631085843e13a7d2191c74c42e84f1c00a0585e3d5301.pdf
	2e946ae1746b76e44ca2bea46a369d242bacb19214802529d81c3e394fed2e20.pdf
	fa764a01152af40ac359f31d7847bf83c0cf8ee5a41468d2952cf68eface46df.pdf
	SEL001-03-07-25

	fa764a01152af40ac359f31d7847bf83c0cf8ee5a41468d2952cf68eface46df.pdf
	SEL011-03-07-25


	2290078ac5f3f91341db670f6b05f639a24934ce75593be04672e39b9e3ad654.pdf
	af8f0d5b78ff42a2c157bb2c612bfe1ce84656d0e418f660797b36e983b6c6e0.pdf
	2290078ac5f3f91341db670f6b05f639a24934ce75593be04672e39b9e3ad654.pdf
	0356dd6553e65625ef24a18fe15748bf3a5c1d7743b20d2a321196388bf59a64.pdf
	48deccbf4a976453befaf9a729325300e80ebf3942ff0f47ca10c5564ede4be5.pdf
	a764746001f9e8c87a794f15ddd8ea980903aa94a2ae7b0ebadfe8508edf99c1.pdf
	LANPRO_A1L Sections
	Sheets and Views
	LANPRO_A1L Sections


	Indicative Landscape Sections Sheet 1
	Sheets and Views
	Indicative Landscape Sections Sheet 1




	2290078ac5f3f91341db670f6b05f639a24934ce75593be04672e39b9e3ad654.pdf
	dc98ed355e5259024eecc14f20e4a0ecc0e13bd67cc27199e6b86a119f60a8a3.pdf
	2290078ac5f3f91341db670f6b05f639a24934ce75593be04672e39b9e3ad654.pdf
	64a9b867e449d07002920ef0a1f6733d73b4a810d4ad775a446c6c2ded08729c.pdf





